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We Begin An 
Investigation Into 


Service Meals 


ASES of wholesale wastage of food by the fighting forces 
have been the subject of public criticism up and down 
the country for a long time past. Questions about lack of 


economy in feeding the troops have been asked in Parlia- 
ment, and most sections of the Press have quoted instances of 
extravagance or wholesale destruction of good food. 

Yet in spite of these reperts many Service men are complain- 
ing that they cannot get enough to eat. Some say they have to 
spend all their spare cash in canteens if they de not want to go 
under-nourished. 


*. 


Why is there this hunger in the midst of plenty? RevriILLe 
sent a reporter out to investigate, and this is what he learned: 

Frequently bad cooking is blamed. “First-class meat is. often 

served so sodden in grease and. under-cooked that few men can 
stomach it; one soldier claimed. : 

Others said the monctony of the menu was. at fault. “ We’ve 
no appetite for the same meals day after day,” one young gunner told 
REVEILLE., “so in the end we leave half: the food to be wasted 
while we buy something tasty at the canteen.” 

Allowing hot meals to cool before they are served appeared to be 
causing. widespread dissatisfaction, too. Another general complaint 
was the nauseating condition of plates and dishes, usually still wet 
and sticky from the last meal, or streaked with grease. ~ 

Not so many. complaints come 
from the Navy, but. fellows at one 


big training. establishment said 
they expected uneatable food one 


prepared it. 

Is buying at fault? Sometimes 
it. is, according to “ John Bull.” 

An R.A.F. officer, whose job was 
to feed several thousand -men 
and ‘women, boasted that he could 
buy food for all of them in three 
minutes, although he had never 
had any experience of catering, 

“An efficient N.C.O, hands me a 
bunch of chits to sign, and the 
job’s done,” he ‘said, and admitted 
tet he had no idea what the men 
ate 
house,” he added. 


_ This attitude is criminal. The 
food problem was more decisive in 


the last -war than. military 
| Strength. Under - nourishment — 
| leading to .’flu' after the war— 


caused more deaths than bullets 
and bombs. 


* 


Nobody with intelligence “would 
deny the impossibility of avoiding 
some wastage in the feeding of 
large numbers of men under mili- 
tary conditions, but efficient or- 
ganisation and more attention to 
details could save much,. reports 
REVEILLE’S investigator. 


More care could be exercised in 
the choice of cooks, for instance. 
One man, with twelve years’ ex- 
perience of catering, whose job in 
civilian life was to feed 3,000 daily, 
is in the Pioneer Corps. There are 
many similar cases of skilled 
labour being wasted. 

Here are some facts gleaned in 
interviews with messing officers: 

Requisitioning of - bread and 
other perishable commodities four 
days in advance is wasteful. Some- 
times a quarter of the men have 
been transferred before the food 
is needed. 


Again, bread is often left be- 
cause every man receives the same 
portion. Eighty per cent. of this 
could be saved by slicing a. loaf 
for men to help themselves, 
REVEILLE was told. 
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how he overcame the monotony of 
meet beef, beef. “I change it at 


day a week—according to who 


“T never go near the cook-. 


One messing officer explained. 


Why Our Armies Are Victorious 


Why have our fellows done so supremely 


well in Africa? 
For one thing, 


Wavell we have a new, inspiring name. 


There is another reason, and that was given 
in a semi-official statement over the radio 
the other day. 


Training! Training! Training! 


brilliant leadership. In 


Those soldiers in Africa were trained to 
their job, repeatedly, thoroughly, so that they 
just could not go wrong. 

And that is a thought for the new soldier 
who finds repetition of the same things apt to 
be boring at first. You’ll be glad of all your 
training when you get into action. 

It’s the well-trained soldier who wins the 


‘4 Colonel Walter Eiliot 
now well established as Direc- 
tor of Public Relations at the 
War Office in place of Major- 
General J, H. Beith, who, as 
reported in our last issue, has 
resigned. 

Stories are already circu- 
lating about Colonel Elliot, 
some of them, no doubt, more 
good-humoured. than true; 
but when stories begin to cir- 
culate that is the proof that a 
man is making his mark. 

Hannen Swaffer tells one 
(it’s a good story anyway): 

“They had quite a shock at 
the Ministry of Information 
last week-end. 


“ Colonel Walter Elliot, 
newly promoted and given the 
job of Director of Public 


Relations at the War Office, 
went in wearing his old last- 
war uniform, met Brigadier 
Neville—and saluted! 

“This he shouldn’t -have> 
done, because he held a supe- 
rior position. 

“ What will he do at the War 
Office? Salute his two subor- 
dinates? For they ‘are both 
brigadiers. It is certainly an 
amazing story.” 


for mutton, 
pork, sausages, and even turkey,” 


the local butchers 


he said. “ This is strictly illegal, 
of course, but the troops are happy 
about it, and so are the local resi- 
dents.” 

Another officer gives food which 
would otherwise be ‘wasted to 
local farmers for their pigs. In ex- 
change, they provide some fresh 
fruit in season. 

It seems that everybody—civi- 
lian and Service man—is suffering 
through failure on the part of the 
military to handle the food situa- 
tion efficiently. What about it, 
Lord Woolton? . Would it not be a 
good idea to have a talk with the 
Service chiefs? 


ise 


He Likes 
Col. Bingham 


HATEVER were the 
opinions on Colonel R. C. 
Bingham’s letter'-_ to ..“'The 


Times ” questioning the value of 
middle-class and working men 
as officers, personally he seems 
tobe a fine man. 

Soldiers who served Wijderchios 
are coming up one after another 
to pay him tribute. . To the ‘“ Daily 
Mirror,” Mr, E. O’Neill Ford, of 
Wyndham- street, . London, W.l, 
wrote:— 

“Some years ago, as a lad of 
eighteen, I serve under Colonel 
Bingham for a short time, and 
later went to South Africa to 
serve as an ordinary soldier. 

‘Although I only knew Colonel 

Bingham as a man serving under ~ 
him, he went out of his way to 
write several letters to me inquir- 
ing after my welfare, and even 
gave me the address of one of his 
relations in case I needed any 
assistance. 

““T do feel that this is not the 
action of a snob. 

“TI have not seen or corre-: 
sponded with Colonel Bingham 
for several years, and this letter . 
is entirely umsolicited, and 
would be glad if you could find 
space for it,” 

And the “Daily Mirror,’ which 
is all against snobbishness, made 
the comment: 

“Strange as.it may seem, it 
appears that your opinion of 
Colonel Bingham corresponds to 
that of many men who have served 
under him.” 


VALTINE Tablets—for eat- 
ing—are I00 per cent. con- 
centrated nourishment ina handy 
and delicious form. They provide 
the pre-eminent restorative and 
revitalising properties of 
©‘ Ovaltine’ and will sustain 
strength and stamina over pro- 
longed periods. Always carry a 
supply of Ovaltine Tablets; 
they are invaluable during a long 
spell of duty or in an emergency. 
Ask the people at home to pack 
some in your next parcel, or order 
them in your canteen. 


Ovaltine 


TABLETS 


The Emergency 


Ration for Eating 7, 


Everyone’s 
Mouth — 


In two sizes, 


1/3d. and 4d. 
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THE BEDFORDSHIRE & 


HERTFORDSHIRE REGT. 

Raised in 1688, it was originally 
the 16th (Bedfordshire) Regiment 
of Foot and, at different times in. 
its long history, has been designated 
the Buckinghamshire and Leicester- 
shire Regiment. The present title 
was assumed in 1919. Badge: A 
hart crossing a ford. Motto: Honi 
Soit qui Mal y Pense. 


bas Fes fs 


| Aaa ame ese as 


L 


at Ss et 


The man who 
was the smartest 
on guaid parade 


always used 


MELTONIAN 
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AFTER ALL—BUT MY 


CHILBLAINS 


ARE TERRIBLE ., 


S*Panacel”’ gives instant relief— so 
cooling ahd soothing after the fiery 
pain you have been suffering. To 
broken chilblains, too, ‘* Panacel’’ 
brings comfort from the moment it is 
applied, and clean healing within a 
day or so. 
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Grin And Share It: 


Desert Thirst 

After three months at an iso- 
lated outpost in the desert, Cor- 
poral MacTavish discovered a 
nearby oasis where there were 
some pretty girls. 

But MacTavish was a shy man, 
and nevér showed any desire to 
make advances, At last one of the 
girls ‘decided to ask for a_ kiss. 
“ Let’s go for a walk to-night,” she 
said, ‘‘and I’ll give you something 
you haven't. had for three 
months! ” 

““Ye don’t mean ta tell me ye’ve 
been hiding a bottle of whisky 
from me all these weeks?” pro- 


‘tested the astonished Scot. 


* 
Two for Sorrow 


Asked if he had ever been dis- 
appointed in love, Sergeant Slick 


said: “ Yes, twice. The first girl 
jilted me, and the second one 
didn’t.” 


The Seat of the Trouble 

The recruit was inclined to -be 
critical about Army food. “It isn’t 
that I particularly object to being 
served with horseflesh in war- 
time,” he told the sergeant, as he 
wrestled -with his steak, “but I 
wish they'd remove the ruddy sad- 
dle before they serve it.” 


* 


Demobilized! 

Sergeant Slick met Col. 
Crackers in the street one night. 
The colonel was walking. as 
though he had been celebrating 
the armistice or something. 

“T’m looking for 
plashe,” he told Sergt. Slick. 

“You look as though you need 
one!” commented the sergeant. 

“TI mean a parkin’ plashe for my 
car” 

* But where’s your car? ” 

““In the parkin’ plashe.” 
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For Bare 


Results 


ORPORAL SLOW went to the Medical Officer for advice. 
“Every night,” he said, “I dream I’m on a ship in the 
Mediterranean, some miles out at sea; and on the shore there 


is an endless line of nudist camps. 


that?” 


M.O.: “A telescope.” 


MMMM 


Of No (Con)sequence 

A friend treated Corporal Slow 
to a seat at the Queen’s Hall, for a 
symphony concert. It was late 
when they arrived, and the music 
was coming over to some purpose. 

“How .do you like it?” asked 
the friend, ‘‘ That’s Beethoven’ s 
Fifth Symphony.” 

“Not bad!” grunted Corporal 
Slow, “but I’m not sorry we 
missed the first four.” 


* 
Out of Date 

“ What’s the date?” asked Cor- 
poral Slow. 

“You've got a newspaper there,” 
retorted Sergeant Slick. ‘“ Why 
don’t you use your sense and look 
at that? ”’ 

“It’s no good,” replied Corporal 
Slow. “It’s yesterday’s! ” 


FEELING 
A BIT 
CHESTY 
TO-DAY ? 


your 
chest from 


WHEEZINESS 
with — 


ZUBE 


TINS 43° & 8 or 33° Fe 


Inclusive of Purchase Tax. 


What would you take for 


Optical Jerks 
Sergeant Slick. rises early every 
morning for the keep-fit exercises 
on the radio. He doesn’t do them 
himself, but the girl in the house 
opposite his billet does—with the 
window wide open. 


oa 


- Booked Up 


Two privates were discussing 
women (contrary to general prac- 


tice). Asked one: “How do you 
find Jenny Dithers? ” 
“Oh,” answered the other, 


“not too good, She spends half 
her time spooning with me and 
the other half talking about 
books.” 

“Not good enough, is it?” said 
the first private. ‘“T?m not inte- 
rested in reading, either.” 

ae 
Anti-Waste Squad 

Private MacDonald went into 
the Pay Corps, One day they asked 
him where he had been when. he 
had absented himself from the 
room for some time. 

“Ah’ve been tryin’ ta wash th’ 
inkspots outa th’ blottin’ paper, 
ye ken,’ he answered. 


a 


Postscript Holiday 

Private MacDonald used to be a 
great tourist. “Only once have I 
been to a seaside resort for my 
holidays on two consecutive 
years,” he was telling the ‘boys 
the other day. ‘That was to 
Bournemouth.” 

“ What was the reason for the 
exception? ” asked .somebody. 

.“ Weel,” said Pte: MacDonald, 
“it so happened that when-I un- 
packed m’ luggage after I got 
home I found I had one wee pic- 
ture postcard left over.’ 


ok 


Monotonous 


The -sergeant-major wanted to 


know why Corporal Slow was late 
on parade one morning. 

“TIT overslept,’ explained the 
tardy corporal. 
“ Damme! 
sleep at night as well! ” exclaimed 

the sergeant-major. 


a parking. 


Don’t tell me you - 


CANDIED 


Commentary 


@ A demolition worker has been 
sentenced to four years’ penal 
servitude for stealing a piano. 
He’s gone to face the music 


where he can’t finger the keys. | 


@ Women are worried about the 
shortage of cosmetics, says a 
fashion writer. Why not con- 
tinue the march of Progress in 
its present direction by revert- 
ing to the woad Boadicea’s 
A.T.S. used? 


@ “British War Prisoners Have 
Jazz Band,” says a news item. 
So we’ve got some of our “ cul- 
ture” into the land of music 
at last! 


@ Hitler has reiterated his promise 
to keep the war within humani- 
tarian bounds. This. proves 
our belief that hwmanitarian- 
ism knows no bounds. 


@ Women will not go short of 
frocks this summer, promises 
a fashion writer. The frocks, 
no doubt, will go short. 


@ Action is the best antidote to 
fear, claims a ‘lecturer. We 
shiver at the thought of being 
in the War Office during a raid. 


@ “Blizzard Buried a Train.”— 


Headline. On our line they 
wouldn’t have missed it. 


@ Children are excited, not fright- 
ened, by bombs, asserts a news- 
paper report. We positively 
trembled with excitement when 
an H.E.: fell in our front garden. 


Obeying Orders 

The recruit had been repeatedly 
ticked off for not showing defer- 
ence to his superiors. ‘‘ Politeness 
costs nothing!” the Colonel . had 
thundered at him only that morn- 
ing. 

His job was. to send telegrams, 
so to:the next one he dispatched 
he added: “ Trusting this finds you 
as.it leaves us, We are, Dear Sir, 
Your Obedient Servants, 


* 
Queen of She—bah ! 


The wnit decided to call its 
new puppy mascot “ Ben.’ Later 
it was discovered that a mistake 
had been made, so the puppy be- 
came “Ben Hur.” 

< bs 
Pleasure Denied ; 

Then the#é was the chap who 
wanted compassionate leave. “I'd 
like to go my wife’s funeral,” he 
explained. - 

When he returned, his C.O. 
asked him if there was any ad- 
vice he wanted to help clear up 
his affairs. 

“But my wife was only ill, and 
she’s recovered,” the C.O. 
told. “I only said I’d like to go 
to. her: funeral! ” 


Barrack Room Philosophy 
When a girl is in a jam it is soon 


spread all over the town. 


yf 
Local Defence 

A.: “ Why did you enlist in: the 
Army? ” 

B::. “I’ve run away from my 
wife.” 

A.: ‘But you’ll get into trouble 
for deserting her, you know.” 

a as m not a deserter: ’m a 
refugee.” 


‘‘Well, then, just the teeniest drop, as it’s my birthday !—But | mustn’t_ 


drop into ‘wrong ways 


(With pekibweledenents to ‘ ‘ Lilliput,” the Pocket — 
Magazine, and the-artist Lees) 


was. 


February 15, 1941] 
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OUR JACKS HATS FROM DRAKE'S DAYS 


OYS, ASK FOR AReveille Goes To 
ECOND HELPING! See 


Two Teas for the Price of One 


By REVEILLE PARLIAMENTARY CORRESPONDENT 


ERVICE men and others buying a shilling tea (plus 3d. 
“service charge”) on an L.M.LS. train are entitled to a 


second helping on request. 


This was revealed by the Minister 


of Transport in a reply to Mr. Butcher (Holland-with-Boston). 
Mr. Glenvil Hail (York, W. Riding, Colne Valley) pressed for a 
reduction of the tea charge, which he described as “ excessive for 


both troops and public.” 


He and Mr. Butcher drew attention to 


the paltry amount of food supplied for the price demanded. 
Replying, the Minister of Transport referred to the recent ex- 
periment of Forces-only canteens on long-distance trains. This, 


he believed, would be successful 


__ Then Mr. Thorne (W. Ham; 
Plaistow) raised the- question of 
the tips charged on LMS. 
restaurant car bills. He wanted 
to know if they went to the atten- 
dants or the railway company. 
The Minister -of - Transport: 
“They go to the attendant first.” 
It is a scandal that serving men 
on low pay should have to tip 
waiters who earn more. Mr. 
Shinwell (Durham, Seaham) 
wanted to know ‘what would 
happen if anyone refused to pay 
“the service charge, but the 
Minister of Transport didn’t Know. 


Inoculation Not Compulsory 
EDICAL officers in many units 
are threatening to penalise 
soldiers who refuse vaccination or 
inoculation, alleged Mr. Viant 
(W. Willesden) recently. 

In some regiments, he added, 
men are being made to sign forms 
- stating that if they become ill 
with any disease which inocula- 
tion might have prevented they 
will forfeit both dependant’s 
allowance and any pension that 
might be due to them. 

In view of this illegal action, 
Mr. Viant asked the War Minister 
to remind all commands that no 
soldier can be punished for refus- 
ing vaccination and inoculation. 

Mr. Leach (Cen. Bradford) drew 
the attention of the First Lord of 
the Admiralty to the fact that men 
on H.M.S. Colombo have been de- 
prived of shore leave for refusing 
inoculation. 
many cases of typhoid among 
Inoculated men, he wanted an 
assurance that, as in the last war, 
shore leave would be granted to 
objectors. This was refused. 


R.A.F. Commissions 
N airman who thinks © his 
claims to a commission 
have been overlooked may re- 
present his case to his superior 
officer 
This was stated when Mr. Mal- 
colm MacMillan (Inverness) asked 
that R.A.F. men might be _ per- 
mitted to make direct application 
to their commanding officers in 
eases where frequent postings to 
new stations might have caused 
their qualities to pass unnoticed. 
-Té was promised that the diffi- 
would be borne in mind and 
the matter investigated. 


More Free Rail Warrants 
IR crew personnel will now 
be allowed four free leave 
. Tatkway warrants a year. 
is announcement was made in 
amswer to a question by Mr. 
Stokes (Ipswich). 


As reports disclosed . 
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Looking After 
Dependants 


AVE we already reached the 
stage where we are making 

this a land fit for heroes to live in 
by appealing for old clothes for 


-serving men’s dependants? 


That was the appeal made over 
the B.B.C. last Sunday evening on 
behalf the the Soldiers’, Sailors’, 
and Airmen’s Families Association 
and the Soldiers’, Sailors’, and Air- 
men’s Help Society. 

The speaker was Sir John Dill, 
Chief of the Imperial General 
Staff. He is a great mam and his 
words were noble. But the cause 
was beneath him. . He’ should 
never have been asked to make 
the appeal. 

Surely, when we spend 
£12,000,000 a day, we can afford 
to look after the dependants of our 
serving men, and not have to ask 
for old clothes for them? ; 


KEEP IN STEP! 
How the War is Going 


Sunday, January 26: Mr. Wen- 
dell Willkie, U.S. Republican 
leader, arrived in London. 


25,000 Prisoners! 


Monday, January 27: 
prisoners taken at Tobruk now 
known to exceed 25;000. ; 


Tuesday, January 28: R.A.F. 
heavily raided aerodromes at 
Naples. and Catania (Sicily) 
General Metaxas, the Greeks’ 
leader against Mussolini, - died 
suddenly. 

Channel Bases Raided 

Sunday, February 2: RAF. 


raided Germany’s Channel bases: |: 


Fall of Agordat to British an- 
nounced from Eritrea. 


Monday, February 3: British 


advance on all African fronts re- | 


ported. 
occupied. 


New Ambassador 


Thursday, February 6: John Gil- 
bert Winant appointed U.S. Am- 
bassador in London. 

-Friday, February 7: Benghazi, 
second largest town in Libya, oc- 
cupied by British forces. 


In Eritrea, Barentu was 


-miraculously fortunate 


Write To REVEILLE About It! 
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Davy Jones’s Wardrobe 
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1941 MODEL 


Wendell Willkie 


- By G. W. YOUNG 


HEN I went to the Dorchester Hotel to interview Mr. 
Wendell Willkie, the U.S. Republican leader, I met 
exactly the sort of man I had expected to meet after 

reading all the election campaign reports last autumn—a bluff, 
good-natured-looking American with no time for ceremony or 


veneer. 


Wendell Willkie either answers questions with delightful frank- 
ness, or he just doesn’t answer them. The first one proved it: 
Was I right in believing he had had tea with the King and Queen 


that afternoon? 

“ Waall,” he replied, his massive 
features breaking into a giant 
smile, “you might put it that 
way; but I’d say Scotch and soda 
was more kerrect! ” 

But on points of significance he 
was most guarded. Throughout 
the interview he would not be led 
into committing himself in any 


statement which would necessi- 


tate “ drawing conclusions.” 

Pressed for a message addressed 
to the readers of REVEILLE, he 
obviously would have liked to send 
you his greetings, but he had 
diplomatically to say: ‘‘I don’t see 
how I can say anything to the 
Forces without drawing  con- 
clusions.” And he was adamant 
against all persuasion that a few 
words of encouragement need not 
reveal his opinion about what he 
had seen. m 


Striking a lucifer on the sole of 
his shoe, he lit a cigarette and, 
with a fine disregard for the 
luxurious Dorchester furnishings, 
tossed the dead stick on to the 
carpet. “I’m sorry, but you must 
not press me,” he said. 

“ After seeing something of what 
the British people have had to 
take from the raiders, do you con- 
sider their spirit makes them in- 
vincible on their own ground?” 
I asked. 

He looked at me with a mis- 


chievous twinkle. “That would 
be drawing — conclusions,” he 
answered. 


But there was one conclusion 
Mr. Willkie did draw from his 
quick tour. ‘“ The people of these 
islands, no matter to what group 
of society they belong, are a 
united people,” he told me; and he 
added that they had been 
in their 
leadership. The Prime Minister, 
he thought, was “ably adapted to 
carry out his task.” 

I shall remember Wendell 
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Willkie as a man who sported a 
battered trilby which nobody else 
in Park-lane would have dared to 
own. It struck me as I watched 
him that he was more cut out to be 
a Santa Claus than a statesman. 
Whatever he may achieve in the 
realm of politics will be due more 
to blunt honesty and human 
understanding than to diplomatic 
adroitness. ” 


Unnecessary 
Casualties 


OUR soldiers, unable to swim, 
were drowned in the Foss 
Dyke Canal, Lincolnshire, - when 
collapsible boats capsized during 
night manoeuvres. 
It is ‘as necessary to soldiers who 
may take part in such manoeuvres 
to swim as it is to sailors. 
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- Hy Melen MekKie ; 


I said ‘ sauce’ 
roared the 
sergeant-major 
and be sure it’s 


The sauce with the 
luscious mango tang 
Ask for Kep at the canteen 
MACONOCHIE BROS., LTD.,; LONDON 


IN HANDY JARS, 
BOTTLES & ACTIVE 
SERVICE PACKS 
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BRYLCREEM 


your hatr 


Keep your hair smart and well groomed 
all day by using Brylcreem daily. 


y j Larger bottles 1/9}, 2/14 and 2/11} | 
2: All prices include Purchase Tax. 


From retailers everywhere, also N.A.A.F.I. Canteens. 


BRYLCREEM—THE PERFECT HAI RDRESSI NG 


County Perfumery Co. Ltd., North Circular Road, London, N.W.10. 


, ‘royds 747 GM. 
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Write To REVEILLE About It! 
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Smartness 


onalloccasions 
they use- 


Cherry Blossom has for 
years been the favourite 
~ Boot Polish used by all 
the famous regiments in 
the British. Army _be- 
_cause it gives such a 
smart and lasting bril- 
liance so. quickly and 
- easily. 


In Black, Tonette, Dark Tan 


Stai n, ete. 


CB/SO. 


in these two sectors 


lets 2 

your feet. T ies S 

why veterans take the precaution 
of massaging their feet regularly 


with Vaseline Brand Petroleum, 


Jelly. It’s a barrage against the 
blisters and sores you get on long 
marches in heavy boots. 


- You'll find it grand for cuts and 
bruises, too. All you need is to 
cleanse the part thoroughly and 
then apply a soothing layer of 
* Vaseline’ Jelly. 


N.A.A.F.I., chemists and stores 
stock Vaseline Brand Petroleum 
Jelly. In tins and jars. 


Vaseline 


BRAND 
Petroleum Jelly 


Recommended by the 
“ Old Contemptibles”’ 


FOR SAFETY 


TEP gazor users 


STROPPING. Strop but lightly 

on the hand. Hold the blade 
at an angle which allows the ground 
portion to rest flat on the palm. A few 
deft strokes backwards-and forwards 
will preserve dge. 


Sheffield’s finest razor steel. Made in 40-hour- 
week factory. Supplied to wholesalers only. 


BOOBS eee eee 


All Advertised Products *. 


are generally available through 


is ; N.A.A.F.L.,. 


Church Army, 

Methodist hurch, Y.M.C. A., A.,; 

Salvation Army, and all other ‘service Mane 
teens, at home and abroad. ~ 


5 
3 SCeCeCECECeCCmOECRCMCEO 


| dustry? 


a 

| 

-Toc H., Church of ay i. 
Y-W.C-An, 

|_| 

LJ 

T 


16, CLIFFORD’S INN, FLEET STREET, 
LONDON, E.C.4. 


Tel., HOLborn 8434. 


Which Men 
Make the 
Best Officers ? 


Ae Colonel RB. C. Bing- 


ham had written his letter 
to “The Times” saying that 
boys from the lower classes did 
not make _ good officers, a 
spokesman from the War Office 
announced: 
“These statements are contrary 
both to our policy and to our~ ex- 
perience. We are satisfied with 


our methods of recruiting officers.” 


Now Major-General J. H. Beith, 
who at that time was Director of 
the Public Relations Department 
at the War Office, has written an 
article for the ‘‘ Daily Mail” say- 
ing that the public school boy 
gets a longish start in training in 
leadership over the council school 
boy who ‘goes to school not be- 
cause he wants to, but. because the 
State says he must.” 

_ He advocates that public school 
facilities be extended to all. 


Are We Sure? 


Are we sure that public school 
boys necessarily make the best 
officers, and that council school 
boys lack powers of leadership? 

Which type takes the lead in in- 
There the council school 
boy shows no lack of being able to 
lead and inspire men, and there 
the majority of the leaders of in- 
dustry comes from the council 
school. 

The public school certainly 
gives its boys a superiority com- 
plex, but that sometimes is shaken 
in the hard world. 

Of the new officers, the most 
able are those who held executive 
positions in civil life. 

And many privates say that they 
would work much more whole- 
heartedly if their officers were not 
so snobbish and aloof. 

Leadership is inside a boy or a 
man. It cannot be acquired like 
a veneer from four or six years’ 


attendance at a school with a high- 
sounding name. 


-the 


The British Army © 


your hair will stand on end 

if you read the revelations 
in “ Why France Fell,” by Andre 
Maurois (Bodley Head, 5s.), 
which is just: out. 

Andrew Maurois always ‘posed 
as a friend of the British people, 
and his previous books have been 
very well read here. But in this 
book he is foremost a Frenchman 
and gives the British equal blame 
with the French for the collapse 
of France when the Germans in- 


vaded—which is unfair and un-- 


true. 

But nevertheless you will be 
interested to find how French 
premiers muddle and their mis- 
tresses intrigue, and what blun- 
ders the French generals made. 

Lord Gort believed the Ger- 
mans would come through Bel- 
gium when none of the French 
generals did. Maurois says that 
General MacFarlane, Director of 
Military Intelligence and a man 
with a thorough knowledge of 
the German Army, “alone 
among all the English, held 
widely pessimistic views about 
the issue of this campaign.” 


* 


Not all our military opinion 
was so far-sighted. At Arras, in 
February, 1940, the head of Gen- 
eral Gort’s staff gave.a lecture: 

“T consider,” he said, “ that in 
course of these winter 
months we have won_a definite 
victory. Just compare the situa- 
tion as it was at the end of 
August, 1939, with what it is to- 
day. At the end of August, 1939, 


Andre Maurois, French writer, was _ 
liaison officer with the British Army. | 
Now he has told some of the secrets 
of the disaster that toppled France. 


we believed we would have to 
fight, not only Germany, but 
Italy, Spain, and Japan; we did 
not know whether America 
would lift its embargo on arms; 
whether the Dominions would 
be with us; whether the Arabs 
might not take the field against 
us. And what do you see to-day? 

“Italy, Spain, and’ Japan are, 
to. all intents and purposes, 
neutral. 

“Tf you add to this the fact 
that French mobilisation has 
taken place without disturbances 
and that_a Blitzkrieg on the 
Western Front appears now im- 
possible, it seems to me no exag- 
geration to say. that we have 
gained a great victory.” 


* 


Maurois says the war in 
France was lost partly “ because 
our allies had only a tiny army.” 
But France had an army of five 
millions, and it was beaten by a 
mechanised army' in which only 
a quarter million men were used. 

But although our army was 
small, little was done to prepare 
efficient fortifications in the 
early months and in the. sup- 
posed strong point were em- 


placements for anti-tank guns, 


but no guns. 

The British newspaper | men, 
according to Maurois, “were 
made extremely unhappy by 
the severe censorship which 
forced them to hide their janxiety 
and reassure the public 

Maurois ‘reveals that “ our 
patrols along the Saar begged 
their officers to give them gub- 


We’ve Found the Secret !— Why Army 
and R.A.F. Can’t Have Beards 


I READ with great interest your story about the shortage of 
razor blades, and I should like to know why men in the R.A.F. 


and the Army are not allowed to grow beards. 


I wore a beard 


for a number of years, but had to shave it off when I joined the 


R.ALF. 


I should like to grow another one now, especially as it would 


help save up an odd spot of steel. 


There must be hundreds of — 


blokes like me, who would love to show the Navy just how to 


grow ’em! 


R.A.F. CPL. 


Apart from the time of the Crimea, when excessive cold 
justified breaking the rule, beards nave never heen permitted 
in the Army. The War Office could offer no reason for the ban. 
King’s Regulations state that the hair of the head will be kept 
short; chin and underlip will be shaved; whiskers, if worn, will be 


of. moderate length. 
presumably, can alter it. 


That’s. how it’s always been, and nobody, 


- According to the Air Ministry, a “medical point. of view of 
health ” controls the ban on beards in the R.A.F.—Ed. 


He’s Happy! 


Many thanks for game awarded 
to me in Crossword Competition. 
I am sure I shall have some happy 


-hours with it. 


Wishing you and REVEILLE every 
success. 
A/C.2. HAROLD JOWETT, R. A. F, 


[We’re only sorry everybody couldn’t 
win!—Ed.] 


“ Fair Attitude ”’ 

Service men throughout the 
world will appreciate the fair 
attitude of REVEILLE on Service 


‘“=AMatters, I, 


for one, sincerely 
thank all those responsible for its 
publication. 

Mr, J. B. Priestley must be con- 
gratulated for his brilliant, en- 
couraging articles. Let’s hope he 
will continue to write for the Ser- 
vice man’s own newspaper. 


STOKER A. H: AYRE. 


_ J. B. Priestley is busy with B.B.C. 
postscripts. His articles are discon- 
tinued for the time being, but we hope 
he will write for us again’ shortly. 
Meanwhile, we’ll give you articles by 
other famous writers.—Ed.] 


A Mother Protests 


I am the mother of two soldiers, 
one of whom fought in the last 
war. I don’t know anything 
about leave, but I do know one 
of my sons has had seven days in 
nine months, while ethers have 
had three leaves. (In a village one 
finds out these. things.) 

Then one, returning from leave, 
travelled on a. train which was 
diverted, and he got back late. 
"He was put in “clink” without 
the chance. of any explanation, 
although he had eleven years with 
the Colours. Is that the way to 
make good soldiers? Our. boys 
are supposed to be fighting for 


Right, Truth. and Freedom or 
Liberty. t 
My other boy once travelled 


standing from. Ipswich to London, 
while first-class carriages were 
empty. They are the cases that 
want looking into. 

I dare‘not sign my name ‘as my 
boy might suffer for it. 


A MOTHER. 


{If specific instances of punishment 
without a hearing are sent in, together 
with full particulars of time, place, and 


the names of people concerned. Re-' 


veille- will investigate.—Ed. ] 


Write to Reveille About It! 


LET'S HEAR FROM YOU :—Address letters to The Editor, Reveille, 16, Clifford’s Inn, Fleet Street, &.C.4. 
' Readers may use pen-names or initials, but all letters published | are genuine and originals are kept. 


as HOAXED! 


Mistakes that 
Not Happen Again 


Will 


machine guns such as were car- 
ried by all the German patrols.” ~ 
But old sergeant-majors were 
teaching the men how to fence 
with a bayonet. 

We have more sub-machine 
uns now, but some. old- 
ashioned and wooden-headed 
sergeant-majors are still being 
allowed to teach the old- 
fashioned and ‘suicidal bayer 
fighting. < 


The old ideas of warfare. were 
clung to by the French generals. 
They believed that the experi- 
ence of Poland was not applic- 
able te France. Men like General. - 
de Gaulle, who prophesied a new 
type of warfare, were pushed out 
of the way. 

No doubt now the lesson has 
gone home and we are preparing 
not for a repetition of France 
but fer methods altogether 
new again, which Hitler will 
have perfected during this 
winter. 

It is to be hoped that we shall 
be ready for all Hitler’s tricks. 
In Belgium the Nazis hoaxed us 
into showing them in advance 
all our arrangements for our 
march into Belgium. 

Maurois tells the story: 

“It happened this way. One 
day_a German aeroplane landed 
in Belgium..This plane carried © 
officers of tHe General Staff and 
a complete plan for the invasion 
of Belgium on a specified date. 
The German officers made a pre- 
tence of trying to burn their 
documents, but they were care- 
ful not to succeed. 


* 


“We were immediately in- 
formed, and the British army- 
was put.in State of Readiness 
No. 3, then No. 2, then No. 1— 
this last meaning that it must be 
prepares to march within two 

eurs. 

“Immense troop movements 
then toek place, all the reserves 
advanced to the frontier, and the 
Germans, from the height of 
their reconnaissance planes, ob-. 
served and recorded them, prob- 
ably both delighted and amazed — 
at the success of a strategem 
that was at once so old and so 
palpable.” 

Maurois sums up the tragedy: 
“We made preparations for a 
war in 1942 which was over in 
1940.” This time surely nobody 
will make the mistake of prepar- 
ing for a war in 1942-43 which 
Hitler intends to do everything 
to.end in 1941. 


HEN you are sitting alone, 

does your mind sometimes 

turn to religion? Religion you 

call- it, even to yourself, for you 

find yourself a little embarrassed 
talking about God. 

Unless you have unusually sym- 
pathetic companions, you do not 
talk about your inner thoughts. 

Try talking to your padre. The 
Catholics talk freely to theirs, for 
they have always been brought up 
to know their priests. Their at- 
tendance at church 
regular, without 
and at the same 
show. 

Treat your thoughts on God sen- 
s*bly. f you have doubts, as 
most likely you have, talk to your 
padre. You will be surprised to 
find how symipathetic and man-to- 
man he is. 

Yeu. will be too, 


embarrassment, 
time without 


surprised, 


to “ 
find that he has met problems like eS" 


vours before, 
Probably he had. the m himself! 


service is —— 


February 15, 1941 


BAIRNSFATHER! 


Progress! — Bruce Bairnsfather, 
Reveille’s world-famous artist, 


compares the old war with the new 
as the Italians put in some ‘more 
marathon practice. 


Write To REVEILLE About It! 


Eric Boon Fights 
For ‘Chicken Feed’ 


GIGANTIC R.A.F.. boxing tournament 
will be held at. the Odeon, Leicester- 
square, W., on February 20, in aid of the R.A.F. 


If you have anything to.do with the business side of the Army, 


read “Efficiency Magazine” 


the gréatest help and inspiration. 
reproduced by special permission of 


“Efficiency Magazine,” 
y & 


every month—you’ll find it of 


Here is an article from — 


its famous Editor, HERBERT N. CASSON. 


Keeping 


Stock in 


the Canteen 


By Herbert Dennett 


(Author of ‘ Modern Retail Stock Control 4 | 


ONTROL of stock is just as 
important in a regimental 
canteen as it is in a giant store in 
Civvy Street, though, fortunately 
for the men in charge, stock-keep- 
ing in the Services is much simpler 
‘than in private commerce. 

The trouble is that the very 
simplicity of the job in a canteen 
deceives those responsible into 
thinking that practically no sys- 
tem at all is needed and that stock 
will look after itself. That way 
lies confusion, waste, and constant 
complaints of being out of stock. 

The best way to control a can- 
teen stock is to have a good-sized 
book, with a clear page devoted to 
each individual item kept; a page 
for 4d. chocolate, a page for 2d. 
chocolate, a page for 50. Players, 
and another for 20’s. 

At the top of each page should 
be enteréd the normal stock in 
packets, jars, pots, as the case may 
be. This figure is always open to 
alteration as the character of the 
business may change. 


Labour Saved 


Once a week, twice a week, once 
a day, according to the size of the 
cangeen and the _ rapidity. with 
which the stock is turned over, the 
entire stock should be ticked off 
page’ by page with the control 
book. .The time taken to obtain 
replacement. will also naturally 
affect the frequency with which 
the stock is checked. 

In some cases it will be found 
that the stock of a particular item 
has gone down but little since the 
previous checking. In those cases 
where sales are evidently slow the 
basic stock figure at the top can 
' be-reduced, and so stock space and 
labour saved. 

Conversely, other items may be 
found almost exhausted* when 
checked. up, others entirely out of 
stock. Here is a clear call to in- 
crease the -basic figure. 
changes; however, should only be 


= <y : ‘ 


‘tions Officer at the War Office is a 


Such © 


done on the authority of the officer 
in charge. 

The simplest plan is for one man 
to call out the stock item by item, 
preferably in the order in which 
items are entered in the control 
book. The control book will be 
made out in the order most conve- 
nient for going round the stock. 


Simplicity 

As the quantity in stock is called 
out for an item it is entered on the 
page, and the figure mentally com- 
pared with the standard stock 
figure at the top. An order for the 
number of-items representing the 
difference between the two figures 
is ‘made out in the order book, 
either by No. 2 man, or, ina large 
canteen, by a third man, to whom 


.the second man calls out the result 


of his simple subtractions for each 
item. 

In some canteens certain items 
will call for special treatment— 
perishables, for instance—and at 
the other extreme items for which 
on is comparatively infrequent 
call. 

Just one final word to those re- 
sponsible for running any system. 
It must be rigidly adhered to, 
otherwise it is no use at all. Better 
muddle on anyhow than start even 
the simplest system and fail to 
carry it out. 


Colonel Elliot : 


A Question Answered 


Captain Margesson told a ques- | 
tioner that the post of Public Rela- 


military. appointment. Colonel] 
Elliot receives the pay and allow- | 
ances of a colonel serving at the 
War Office—about £1,000 a year 
(though Major-General J. H. Beith: 
who recently resigned, received | 
£2,000.a year). | 

Captain Margesson. said there_ 
had been no change in the status 
of the ceed 


A 


Benevolent Fund. 


Fourteen professional boxers, now in the 
Air Force, are engaged, and a distinguished 
crowd is assured at this matinée. 

At first there was some discussion in civilien 
boxing..circles over’the men being matched for a 
fiver apiece, with the promise of talent money to 
Eric Boon did )0t 

want to meet Dave Finn over six rounds in these 

conditions, but was persuaded to agree,to do so 

after considerable argument one way and another. 
As the boxers cannot train in the same manner < 

as they did when they were in civilian life, there 

“may be some differences in weight between the 


the best winner and best loser. - 


various pairs, but no doubt all will strive hard to 


WINNING THE WAR 


NOW, ARE WE? 

PS. ‘ 

By WILLIAM J. BRITTAIN, 
D? you remember that once 

_ certain so-called Dicta- 
tors said that the British were 
decadent? 

We don’t seem to have heard 
that cry lately. 

The whole world, listening to 
Winston Churchill’s ‘Sunday even- 
ing broadcast, would get no idea 
that we were decadent. 

He had great news of victories 
to tell. Britain has great army 
leaders again, and behind them 
‘our -mechanised” troops have 
slipped a new page into the loose- 
leaf book of thistory.: 

Mr. Churchill could tell also of 
the battering of Genoa, catching a 
Hitler Armada ‘before it had time 
to sail against French territory in 
Africa, and at the same time 


pounding factories and electrical 
power plants of the Italians. 
* 


Yes, Mr. Churchill had facts to 
tell, and his way of telling them 
rose to the greatest heights of 
simple, fighting oratory. 

We have a Premier who is any- 
thing but decadent and a country 
that is anything but decadent. We 
are on the way to victory! 

Mr. Churchill -warned the 
nation of a possible invasion soon. 
That warning was necessary. be- 
cause, as I have frequently and 
angrily complained in this column, 
many fools. began to think when 
we had a few weeks of quietness 
that we could sit back and take it 
easy. 

* * y * 

You would notice that the Pre- 
mier gave a warning about gas; 
and that subject seriously occu- 
pies the directing minds of Britain. 

But still our greatest problem is 
the war- against our. shipping. 
Hitler’ over the last few months 
has sunk our ships faster than we 
can build them, and arms produc- 
tion in America is no good if we 
cannot bring the arms here; and 
no nation can fight a war without 
food. 

* * * 

Any time now Hitler will be 
launching a great new swarm of 
submarines he has built, and more 
great bombers to harry our ship- 
ping. - 
We shall beat the blackguards 
at sea as we have done in the air 
and are doing on land. 


The upper 
Photograph | 
(untouched) 
shows a-den 


after cleaning 
shown in. the 
} 


untouched, 
OLD STAINS = 
SMOKING 
STAINS ~ 


ALL GO! 


This is how stains go when you use 
Milton Denture Powder — the non- 
scrub false teeth cleaner recommend- 
ed by more than 8,000 dentists 

Milton Denture Powder produces 
sparkling white teeth overnight, or 
while you dress. Leaves the denture, 
comfortable and germ-free ! 

74d., 1/3 and 2/2 of all chemists 


0 MILTON 
DENTURE POWSER 


- Reading, 


give the crowd of -their best for 
such a good cause. The Marquess 
of -Queensberry, 
run a successful tournament. at 
assisted by Mr. John 


Harding, is at the helm. This is 


the combination which. raised so | 


much money for the Red Cross last 
winter. They were encouraged by 
the success of a recent show at an- 
other West End theatre to come to 
London for this affair. 


£2,000 Expected 


It is expected that some £2,000 
will be taken: quite a revival in 
boxing appeal after the sport had 
had a very thin time in London. 

Mr. Osear Deutsch, chairman of 
Odeon Theatres, is generously 


allowing free use of the famous | 


Leicester-square Odeon, 

The full programme of six-round 
bouts is: Eric Boon v. Dave Finn, 
Peter Kane v. J. O’Neill, Tiny Bos- 
tock v. J. Wilde, Harry Craster v. 
Harry Mizler, Fred Mills v. Jim 
Berry, Jack London v. George 
James, and Kid Berg v. eaeey 
Charman. 


More Bananas ? 


O you ever’ get bananas 
: your canteen nowadays? 

Mr. Herbert. N. Casson, owner 
and editor of “The Efficiency 
Magazine,” makes this comment in 
his current issue:— 

“Perhaps, before these words 
are printed, the ban on bananas 
will have been removed. 

“Most of our bananas during 
the last. forty years have been im- 
ported by Elders and Fyffes, Ltd., 
a British company. 


in 


“This company... . has been 
supplying us. with about one- 
fifth of all our- fruit. Surely it 


will be allowed to keep on giving 
us our bananas? ” 


PER HALF POUND 


who has already | 


Osear' Deuwtsck 
is again show- 
ing his 
vellous 
‘osity to 
Services 


mar- 


gener- 
the 
by 
throwing open 
his 


Square 


Leicester 
Odeon 
to benefit the 
R.A.F. 


yolent 


Bene- , 

Fund 

Boxing Tourna- 
ment 


Mr. OSCAR DEUTSCH 


Inthe National interest 
empty your packet at 
the time of purchase 
and leave it with your 
Tobacconist. 


| W. D. & H.O. WILLS, BRANCH OF THE IMPERIAL TOBACCO 
} COMPANY (OF GREAT BRITAIN & IRELAND), LTD. C.C.691G 


HUNTLEY & PALMERS 


TRY ALSO OATCAKES & WHOLEMEAL WAFERS 


rs sae 
apt) Ne 


bo Coane ae Sc ee tens 


| 


W.A.A.F. girls march to a tune played 
by members of famous West End dance 
bands. The band director is Cpl. Beau- 


Theatre-goers. Trumpeter Chick Smith 

was in Lew Stone’s band, and Fenou!- 

‘het (trombone) was with Carroll 
Gibbons. 


BV¥ery woman who values health and 
happiness in her personal and home 
life cannot be without Rendells 
Products for feminine hygiene. Nurse 
Drew’s free booklet, “Hygiene for 
Women,”’ will bring knowledge that 
enables a new adjustment of life 
consonant with modern conditions. 


Ask your Chemist for a free copy 


Bon, 


today, or if you wish write direct to 
Victoria 
London, 


NURSE DREW, 
Southampton 


House, 


Row, Ww.c.l 


APPROVED BY DOCTORS 
SOLD BY CHEMISTS 


* Stil] tade fr om 
Pre-War stoces of fine 


tobaccas, ¢ 
Selected ayd ae 


ored in £ 
ge Wantities to 
ensure that the 


De Reszke Standard of 


quality is Maintaine d 


“or 
Ss 


Cork-tipped as 
well as Plain — 


y eee 
Se ee 


mont, well known to Prince of Wales. 


Write To REVEILLE About It! 


Picture by courtesy of “* News Chronicle’? and Planet News; Ltd. 


gidemt How Do You Like 


Your Uniform? 


E passed three girls in the Strand the other day and one was 


Saying, “... 


and you get a lovely uniform! ” 


Obviously they were discussing joining one of the women’s 


services. 


Do you call yours a lovely uniform? 


look exceedingly smart. But are 
there some suggestions you would 
like to pass on for improvements 
in your uniform—a different kind 
of hat, 
placed differently, a new sort of 
collar, shorter skirts? 

Write to the Service Woman’s 
Page Editor, REVEILLE, 2, Carme- 
lite-street; London, E.C.4. We 
would very much like to print sug- 
gestions on this page—with or 
without your name, as you desire. 


Your. 
Appearance — 
official assurance that there 


N 

A will be no change-in the 
present colour of stockings worn 
by W.AAF. girls was given 
to Flight-Lieut. Ralph. Etherton, a 
Lancashire M.P., when he asked a 
question in the House a few days 
ago. 

Following our article on lipstick, 
we are now able to report that 
“ Jungle Red,” or any ‘ether bright 
nail polish, the “page boy bob,” 
and the “ Ginger Rogers roll” are 
among fashions barred in the 

A.ALF. 


But discreet make-up is allowed, 
and at one station an ex-hair- 
dresser has opened a beauty par- 
lour in a spare hut. 
well, 


She is doing 


buttons that might be - 


We think most of you 


Elspeth Ironside 
Marries To-day 


de 


Miss Elspeth Ironside, daughter of 
Lord Ironside, will marry Mr. Gilbert 
Hendry (Black Watch), at Narfold, 


Norfolk, to-day (Feb. 15). Miss 

Ironside, who holds a commission in 

the A.T.S., said in the first issue of 

Reveille, “This is a woman’s war 
as much as a man’s war.” 


Any More 
Offers ? 


(To the. Editor of the Service 
Woman’s Page) 


T’S good to know from your 
article in the last issue that 


' someone approves of lipstick for 


women in uniform! 

From the storm that was raised 
one would think that Service 
women painted themselves like 
savages. 

How can a general know, any- 
way, what make-up does for a 
woman? Why, it’s as much a part 
of our equipment as a tin hat—it 
defends our morale. It protects 
our fighting spirits. 

But, of course, Mr. Editor, I shall 
take care to wear the right colour! 

A (DISCREETLY MADE-UP) 
W.A.A.F. 

P.S.—tTell me, is Ember kiss- 
proof? 

{Are you expecting me to speak from 


experience? 
Editor.] 


Or is this a challenge?— 


The Home Guard is part of our 
military force—and so it. shall 
have its place in every issue of 
Reveille, the Services’ news- 
paper. 

Is something happening to the 
Home Guard? 


Is it becoming a little too 
“Army,” and losing its dash 
~ and flair for new methods of 


February 15, 1941 
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They Used to Dance to the Same Men! 
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warfare taught in those dash- 
ing days of Osterley. 

Here a Home Guardsman gives 
some facts to make fellow 
H.G.’s and the War Office 
think. 

_Other Home Guardsmen are in- 
vited to send their views to 
The Editor, Keveille, 16, 
ay gh Inn, Fleet Street, 


Is The Home Guard 
As Good As It Was? 


i the far-off days of last summer, when L.D.V:s in their hundreds 
were going down to Osterley for training and coming back 
enthused with new ideas on war, the sergeants had a very thin 


time. 
and their oldest suit. 


A select few volunteers wore denim, the others an armlet 
There were rifles for the duty men, and 


just enough bayonets to guard Company H.qQ. 


So we scouted and patrolled, 
threw dummy bombs and made 
weird and wonderful tank traps. 
We tried so hard to be up to date. 
Osterley passed under War Office 
control, became Denbies, and we 


imagined that the seal of official” 


approval had been set at last on 
those unusual training methods. 


The Real Thing 


. Then came the serge, and joy of 
joys, the real infantry pattern 


greatcoat, complete with six large 


brass buttons and seven smaller 
ones. We were now well equipped 
with automatic . rifles, machine 
guns, some steel helmets, and even 
Service respirators. 


It started with the ‘buttons. 


After all, tarnished brass does look ' 


bad. So in unit after unit the 
order went forth to polish, and+he 
sales of buttonsticks, Soldier’s 
Friend, and little nail brushes went 
up sky-high overnight. 

Local big-wigs, seeing so many 
smart uniforms about, quite natur- 
ally wanted to see them all to- 
gether on parade. So we fixed and 
unfixed — fofmed column of 
platoons, presented and _ sloped, 
and moved our eyes to left or to 


right, with a smartness which 
sometimes even § satisfied our- 
selves. 


Drill is good, and esprit de corps 
valuable, but is it worth the time? 
The precious weeks are flying, and 
every moment spent at “the pre- 
sent”? is a moment less for re- 
hearsing the sort of fighting we 
shall have to do if the invasion 
comes. 


Out-of-Date 


Let us have a lead from the top. 
Many battalion commanders have 
not found time to take one of these 
new courses. They must rely on 
their previous military experi- 


ence, and frequently this is twenty- 
two years out of date. 

Why. shouldn’t we. paint our 
brass buttons a dull brown?. Then 
the sun will never glint on them 
to give a position away. 

Let us exercise our newest 
lance-corporals in moving their 
men quickly to a pre-arranged 
post and in reporting what they 
see there. What matter if the cor- 
poral cannot recite the latest in- 
structions for the ‘“ fix’”’—if he 
knows his district inside-out, and 
knows every officer in the battalion 
by sight he will be much more use- 
ful. The sergeants must be exer- 
ecised in taking command, and 
trained to lead even though they be 
isolated for days. 


Drill Sergeant Menace | 


Why should we spare a single 
hour for bayonet fighting whilst 
there are ditches still unexplored, 
observations and machine-gun 
posts unmade? We are frankly 
many of us too old to indulge in a 
bayonet charge, and we none of 
us can fire our rifle as accurately 
when the bayonet is fixed. So 
let’s keep bayonets in their sc&b- 
bards until we have a real use for 
them. ; 

They said to us at Osterley, and 
they repeated it at Denbies— 
“earn from the poacher, learn 
from the Scout.” But when we get 
back to the company the drill ser- 
geant gets there first, and we be- 
have as though we had six months’ 
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of seven days a week to give to. 


training. 


Let ‘us work our time table in 


hours, and let’s do first things 
first. We may never uSe a cheese- 
cutter, but we can all find. good 
use for a snood on our tin hats. 
We can all cultivate keener eye- 
sight, keener hearing, and greater 
facility for moving quietly both in 
daylight and in the blackout. 
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AND SO TO BED! But acting isn’t always 
a bed of roses, as Rosemary Lane, one of the 
Warner Bros. Beauties, could tell you. 


Stills of gorgeous film stars are available, free to ‘readers, thanks to 
General Film Distributors, Twentieth Century-Fox, and Warner Bros. 
Send 3d. (postage and packing) to Reveille, 16, Clifford’s Inn, Fleet 


Write To REVEILLE About It! 


Melody Made For You 


ef BERES some good melody 
_ going the way of those who 
take my. advice for this issue. 
First of all there is Deanna Dur- 
bin’s ‘‘ Musetta’s Walse Song”’ from 
“Ta Boheme,” which is one you 


will play and play. The coupling” 


“Toch Lomond” is’ perfectly 
suited to the tender quality of 
Durbin’s voice. Charles Previns’ 
Orchestra accompanies and pro- 
vides a beautiful string back- 
ground to “Loch Lomond.” 
(Brunswick 03097. Price, 3s.) 

Bing Crosby is the next inevit- 
able choice. Two numbers from 
the film, ‘“ Rhythm on the River,” 
sung in the famous Crosby drawl, 
and a_ bright, cheerful song, 
“That’s For Me,” make Brunswick 
03092 (price, 3s.) a worth-while 
record, 

Then there are’ two more 
“Rhythm on the River” numbers 
by Mary Martin: “I Don’t Want to 
Cry Any More” and “Ain’t It a 
Shame about Mame?” They have 
just been released on Brunswick 


03103 (3s.). Mary Martin’s treat- 
ment ‘of the latter makes a classic, 
and Victor Young’s orchestral ac- 
companiment is outstanding. 

Two good vocal records are 
“Ferryboat Serenade” and “If 
Tears Could Bring You Back,” by 


Les Allen (Rex 9909) and “ And 
So Do 


= with 
Again” (Rex 9911), both ls. 
each. 

Ambrose and his orchestra have 
turned out some good dance re- 
cords, notable- among them being 
“We Three” and “Down Argen- 
tine Way” (Decca F.7703. . Price, 
JSs yi; 

Here is a new Sergeant-Major 
number you will: be _ hearing: 
“Good morning, Sergeant-Major,” 
with “ Bless "Em All,” the Forces’ 


“ Good-night 
6d. 


‘favourite, recorded by Lew Stone 


on Decca F.7728 (2s.). 

Two good piano recordings are 
“Blueberry Hill” and ‘ Ferryboat 
Serenade,” by Billy Mayerl (Decca 
ELV TIA 2s:):5 ee 
—‘* Recorder ”’ 


CHESS .... Edited by “Caissa”’ 
PROBLEM No. 8. 
By T. R. Dawson 


In the following brevity Spiel- 
mann (White), by dint of a well- 
timed sacrifice, forced a quick win 
against Tartakower. (The latter 
is now. serving with the Free 
French Forces.) 

Black (8 men) 


om @ 


4 


Te), Ys 


Le 7 


White (8 men) 
WHITE MATES -IN TWO. 


1, P—K4, P—QB3. 2, P—Q4, 
P—Q4. 3, Kt—QB3, P x P (the 
Caro-Kann defence). 4, Kt x P; 


Kt——B3"- 15, .Kt——Ki3, +-P—K4." 6; 
Kt—B53; Px P;> 7, Kt xP, -B-—QB4. 


8, B—K3, Q—Kt3. 9, Q—K2, 
Castles. 10, Castles, Kt—Q4 
(R—K1 was. better). (11, Q—R5, 
Kt—B3. 12, Q—R4, QB—Kt5. 13, 


B—Q3!. (White sacrifices the ex- 
change for speedy development), 
BxR. 14,R x B, QKt—Q2. 15, 
Kt (Kt3)—B5, Kt—K4. 16, Kt x 
KtP (a further sacrifice which 
cannot be accepted. 16,...K x 
P? 17, Kt—B5ch, K—Ktl. 18, Q 
x Kt), Q—Q1. 17, Kt (Kt7)—B5, 
Kt—Kt3. 18; Q—R6, Kt—K1.. 19, 
Kt—B3, B x Bch. 20. SP - 2B: 
Q—B3. 21, Kt—Kt5, Q—R1 (the 
only move). 22, Kt—K‘7ch, Re- 
signs. (Since 22,...Kt x Kt. 23, B 
x Pch and mate next move.) 


PROBLEM No. 7 


Key to Problem No. 7: R—B4, 
allowing the black king two flight- 


squares, « CAISSA” 


For Leave ana Leisure 


Coming: 


Shortly 


General Releases Reviewed | 


| By BOB 
The Secret 


Seven 


pe NORRIS, a good boy who 
had made a youthful mis- 
step, is just released from a five- 


year prisonsentence. Thoroughly 
regenerated, he _ has - learned 
chemistry during his term, with 
which he wants to fight a racke- 
teering ring that has gripped his 
city. A friend, Dr. Talbot, gives 
him a job and a work-room. 

A racketeer has just been killed, 
and the get-away car, loaded with 
gangsters, hits and kills Norris’s 
mother. Pat, grief-stricken, 
demands action from Police Chief 
Hobbs; but Hobbs is old-fashioned 
and. even refuses to let Pat take 
for examination the twine that 
wrapped the murder gun. Hobbs’s 
daughter, Lola, is first amused, 
then interested by Pat’s exhorta- 
tions. ‘ 

Later, Pat organises seven 
scientists to study crime without 
police blessing. Gradually they 
force Hobbs to see the light, and. 
the story ends with some good 
action. Lola, of course, falls in 
love with Pat. ; 

Bruce Bennett plays Pat Norris, 
and Lola is Florence Rice. Bar- 
ton MacLane takes the part of Sam 
O’Donnell. 


| The Girl in 
the News 


66 HE. Girl in the News” is 

the drama of an attractive 
young nurse whose employer, an 
elderly lady, dies in mysterious 
circumstances. These circum- 
stances are duplicated in her next 
position, as part of a subtle and 
callous murder plot. 


The girl is brought to trial and is’ 


saved only by the brilliant work of 
the young lawyer who is in love 
with her. The real murderer is 
discovered in a gripping climax. 
7 “The. star. 7-of .— ‘eThe.. shady: 
Vanishes” and “Night Train to 


Flashes 


When Verree Teasdale and Ian 
Hunter, in, “Come, Live With 
Me,” rode gymnasium horses that 
rose and fell as they. continued 
dialogue the sound engineers had 
to construct a “bouncing mike” 
to synchronise with them —a 
rather Heath Robinson turn-out, 
but it worked! » 

Gordon Harker and Sydney Howard 
were born on the same day— 
August 7, 1885. Harker started 
stage career as prompter to Fred 
Terry; Howard, as a concert party 
artist at St. Anne’s. 


A new crooning star makes her film 


debut in “Down Argentine Way.” 


She is Carmen _ Miranda (real 
name: Maria Do Carma Da 
Cunha), a. Brazilian. The Yanks 


eall her “The Brazilian Bomb- 
shell.” 

Sydney Howard’s great hobby is 
stamp collecting. His collection is 
worth £4,000, but the blitz keeps 
his albums in underground safes 
and spoils his fun. 


66 


99 


Toffee 
Y7 RATIONED 


Dont blame the Shopkeeper... 
hes doing his best for all. 


DELIGHTS - STRENGTHENS - SUSTAINS 


LESTER 


Munich,” Margaret Lockwood, is 
also one of the stars in “ The Girl 
in the News.” With her are Barry 
K. Barnes and Emlyn Williams. 


Gasbags 
ATEST and craziest of the 
Crazy Gang’s mad screen ad- 
ventures, . “Gasbags,’ presents 
them as members of a balloon bar- 
rage unit, carried across the Chan- 
nel by a runaway balloon, and 
dropped into a German concentra- 
tion camp. 
With Moore Marriott as a_fel- 
low prisoner in the camp, who 


holds the key to a devastating sec- | 


ret weapon (he has a map of it 
drawn on his back), they travel at 


lightning speed through a series of | 
uproarious exploits in the land of | 
the Nazis, which lead to some ex- | 


crutiatingly funny scenes. 
The story ends with the boys 
capturing the secret weapon and 


returning with it triumphantly to. 


England, where they hope their 
acquisition will earn for them 
official pardon for their previous 
misdeeds in the service. 


Radi 
@ “Gala Programme” (Forces, 
February 18) will include an all- 


star variety show. Ninety minutes 
of the best are promised. 


@ Jessie Matthews and Sonnie 
Hale star in a- burlesque of Army 
life, ‘“‘Stand at Ease,’ on Feb- 
ruary 22 (Forces). 


@ February 25 brings back some 
“Old Glasgow Favourites”’ in the 
Forces’ programme. Rousing 


choruses will give men the chance | 


to join in. 

@ “ Quiet, Please! ” is title of new 
series of crazy shows commencing 
on February 27 (Forces). Brilliant 
American 
casts: 


eomedy team  broad- | 


‘Nine Years 
Non-Stop 


Revudeville Record 


N Tuesday, February 4, the 
Windmill Theatre celebrated 
‘the ninth birthday of “ Revude- 
ville’; and on the following Mon- 
day Vivian Van Damm presented 
“ Revudeville”’ No, 141, his latest 
edition of the popular show. 
Among many old Windmill 
favourites, lovely Joan Jay was 
welcomed back after three months 
in hospital. Nugent Marshall 
(with her in a duet) saved her life 
when a_ building opposite the 


theatre was bombed, and she still 
has two pieces of shrapnel in her, 


| All wise Batmen know a thing or two 


and they know among other things that 
Propert’s makes for a soft job—by 
keeping leather soft. 

Ever since Coachman John Propert’s 
Cream was discovered by Regency 
Bucks for their Wellington boots, 


| Propert’s has been used wherever; in 


all the world, smart soldiers have seen 
service. : 
To-day the Army is Propert’s biggest 
customer. At 6d. and 9d., for Sam 
Brownes—Boots and Shoes—wise Bat- 
men everywhere are, using Propert’s 
Mahogany Cream. 


PROPERTS 


MAHOGANY CREAM. 


| Sor Sam Brownes, 
Boots, Shoes, ete. 


PRICE 64 & 94 


The Army is Propert’s 
Biggest Customer 


Every game you play is an 
vestment—WHEN YOU KNOW HOW TO PLAY. 


pieces. 


BILLETS, 


country in 


Get yours through “ REVEILLE." 


(PLUS 1id. PURCHASE TAX) ~ 


Here’s the most sporting opportunity for a 
profitable battle of wits ever offered to. 
Service men with an hour to spare. 
in- 


Fweo Games for Sixpence! , 


“HEADS & TAILS” and ‘ MANCEUVRE” are the two brightest games of the 
year condensed into a pocket folder which makes up into a handy wallet to hold the 
SIMPLE, SUBTLE, SKILFUL and ABSORBING. Two clever players can 
» get over an hour's concentrated amusement out of either of these fascinating games, 
while those not so good can finish in twenty minutes. 
CAMPS, WARDENS’ 
DUG-OUTS, SHELTERS AND AT HOME. 


Remember the Purchase Tax has increased 
the price to 7id., but every Game sold adds‘three halfpence to pay~for the war. 
~ Send Stamps or Postal Order for 9d. to cover postage, etc. to :— : 


“MANCEUVRE” “ REVEILLE” 16, CLIFFORD’S INN, 
_FETTER LANE, LONDON, E.C.A. 


together with your Name, Number and Address. Post now to secure your copy early. 


Play with the 
- Side Pieces 
fe 


‘Heads & Tails’ 
Use the Ships 
or ~ 


» 
'. 


Now being played all over the 
HUTS, FIRST AID POSTS, 


REVEILLE, Februar: 15, 1941 


Elastikon 


ELASTIC ADHESIVE PLASTER 


Tins 


64 and 1)- 
Oy «" 
COSICS Made by Johnson & Johnson 


*"(Gt.Britain)Ltd., Slough and Gargrave 


PILOTS 


Special rapid Home-study courses 

in the essential branches of Mathe- 

matics. For full details of this 

scheme apply or write. 

Dept. A., 16, Clifford’s Inn, 
Fetter Lane, E E.C.4. 


News About Sport 


Our Regular Feature by Bill Evans 


IEUT. C. E. LAMBERT has 
arranged a. seven-a-side 
Rugby tournament for all Army 
units in the Londen area on 
April 12. On the following two 
Saturdays the usual Middlesex 
“Sevens” will be held at Rich- 
mond, and in these there will 
also be Army representatives.. 
'. Lieut. Thompson has worked 
hard to make his Anti-Aircraft 
team of the London Division a 
first-class. side. The return of 
Vivian Jenkins to this area, after 
months in country parts, gives him 
a fine full-back. 
The best Rugger team I have 
seen this season is the Brigade of 
. Guards XV., which has a-Rugby 


League left. wing, Haydn Tanner - 


and an ex-pro. at half-back, and 
many other stars. They will be 
seen again’ at Richmond soon. 
Their match against the ‘ Ack- 
Acks” gave them a hollow victory 
—a great feat, for they had some- 
thing to beat. 

As last season, R.A.F. have 
arranged some important cricket 
matches at Lord’s for the coming 
‘season, including one at Whitsun 
against the Rest of England. None 
of last year’s attractive games 
teook place, and one wonders 
whether we are entitled to antici- 
pate the new fixtures too keenly. 


Real Enthusiasm. 


As Walter Hammond -has gone 
to the Middle East, it is expected 
that Walter Robins will skipper the 
side. He is a former England cap- 
tain, -but never particularly keen 
to have the job. The fact is, Robins 
is a terrific cricket. enthusiast, but 
is not anxious to figure as a lead- 
ing player. 

I had many pleasant times with 
him on the way to, and in, Austra- 
lia. He was the most enthusiastic 
of the party on physical fitness, and 
I often superintended his exercises 
on board the Orion and massaged 
him—till I found his eabin stew- 
ard was an expert masseur! It is 
harder to give massage ,than take 
exercise when you are in the Red 
Sea! 

' have had a fat ‘postbag from 
friends now in uniform. Aussies 
will be most interested in one 
which comes,. presumably, from 
Libya, from Gordon Lee, formerly 

on the sporting staff of the ‘“‘ West 
- Australian,” of Perth. He took me 
around when .I was ‘“ Down 
Under” on the last cricket tour, 
and I shall never forget his intro- 
duction of me at “* The Trots.” 

For the benefit of non-Austra- 
lians, this is the evening trotting 
meeting; a rare medium for a 
gamble, Also, the committee ex- 


GUARD 


AGAINST 
CRAMP SPRAINS, 
ACHES « PAINS, 
RHEUMATISM 


GET SLOANS TODAY 
AT YOUR CANTEEN 


SLOANS 


LINIMENT | 
} = ae nears 


(of the ‘‘Star ”’) 


pect distinguished guests to drink 
about three whiskys between each 
of a dozen races! 

Gordon looks to. me to help keep 
sport going till the war is over. 
““Then.a tired people will look to 
sport for relaxation,” he says. “ So 
that should be your job: to keep 
the flame alive. There are mil- 
lions who love cricket, and’ it -is 
too good a game to die.” 

Talking of cricket, another let- 
ter comes from. 2nd Lieut. Peter 
Smith, the Essex all-rounder—spin 
bowler and lively bat. In the 
Essex Regiment, he hopes‘to figure 
in some of Sir Pelham Warner’s 
games at Lord’s next summer. He 
sends me details of Essex players 
who are now in khaki, and they 
make a formidable list, second to 
none any .other county can show. 
The secretary, Brian Castor, is 
A.P.M. at Singapore, and the 
scorer, T.)S. Fletcher, is a corporal 
in the R.A.S.C. in the Middle East. 

I mentioned Ted Wingfield, the 
amateur goalkeeper, in the last 
issue. 
again in his temporary R:A.F. 
home, and seems -to have come 
right back to his old form. 

In the same hut with him is a 
youngster named Bob. Cleaver, 
from our own office. He was a 
schoolboy boxing champion and 


He has been playing soccer 


one of the best amateur southpaws 
I can remember. Though he has 


not boxed much since the war, he. 


is sure to return to the ring and 
prove a valuable acquisition to the 
R.A.F. in inter-Service contests. 


I. have received another letter 
from Roy Moor, the 440 yards in- 
ternational runner, also in the 
R.A.F. Training with him to be 
p.t. instructors are Jack Parker. 
and Bill Nevell, the Surrey cricket. 
ers. 


Jack Parker Weds 


Parker was about to go on the 
M.C.C. tour of India when war 
caused a postponement, so he 
donned uniform instead. - He has 
been pretty busy at his new job, 
but not too busy to marry Kath- 
leen Miller, of Bromley, whose 
father used to play cricket for Cat- 
ford Wanderers. 

Roy says Eddie Hapgood, the 
old Arsenal captain, has just left 
them to go on a p.t.i. course in the 


Midlands, but fresh soccer arrivals: 


include Houghton, of the Villa, and 
Morton; of West Ham. 


Every one of my _ correspondents 
seems to be enjoy ing Service life, 
which is something I bet the bar- 
barians of .Hitler’s hordes can’t 
say. ; 


CANTEEN TALK By “The Man in the Forces” 


Is Ack-Ack 


Any Good? 


(Don’t All Shoot At Once !) 


R. PEMBERTON BILLING 
has been in the news con- 
siderably lately. For Mr. Pem- 
berton Billing has written a 
book—*“‘ Defence Against the 
Night Bomber.” And in so doing 
he has said certain things about 
anti-aircraft gunnery which have 
aroused the ire of gunners, who 


are not a little proud of the part - 


they have played in the defence 
of Britain. 

Paragraph in his book which 
brought in letters of protest and 
scorn tO! kms Office reads: 
“If one imagines. attempting to 
shoot a bumble-bee with a re- 
volver in a perfectly black cellar, 
then it becomes possible to begin 
to understand the 
bringing down an aeroplane at 
night by anti-aircraft fire.” 

A gunner writes: . “The man’s 
ridiculous! Evidently he can’t read, 
either, for if he could he would 
not be .so contemptuous about 
ack-ack night gunnery. Hasn’t he 
seen in the morning’s papers how 
ack-ack fire has brought down one, 
twe, and sometimes three or four 
planes during the night’s opera- 
tions?. My guess is that at least a 


| hundred -planes have been brought 


down by night firing.” 

Another gunner points out that 
over four hundred planes have 
been shot down by ack-ack fire 
over these islands, and says a fair 
proportion have been shot down 
during the night, “‘ That shows we 


do hit the B—’s anyway,” he ends. 
My opinion is that Mr, Pember- 
ton Billing is rather - talking 


through his hat in illustrating this 
parallel. 
of a ‘‘ cruising” bee is, propor- 
tionately,. terrifically greater than 
any Dornier. " 

And, because of the compara- 
tively low speed, our gunners can 
lay instruments upon them and be 
sure of firing fairly close. Again, 


ppels; which burst, are employed, 


chances. of. 


For one thing, the speed - 


. girls! 


and not solid bullets—a consider- 
able advantage. Another argu- 
ment is that you don’t level one 


gun at the b ; you use dozens 
simultaneously. 
Nevertheless, though gunners 


may come a-gunning for Mr, Pem- 
berton Billing with three-sevens, 
four-fives, and even bigger 
crackers, we must record that his 
book makes excellent reading. 

ee ee 


STOOD on the toe of an A.TS. 

girl in the Tube last week-end. 

It was~>an accident, but my 

apology paved the way for a 

pleasant -little conversation with 
her. 

She showed me a newspaper 
when I asked what work she was 
doing, Article she pointed to was 
about A.T.S. convoy gitls, ‘‘ That’s 
my job,” she said; “‘ and it’s not so 
-good these cold days.” 

I had already seen the article. 
It said that the clergy were 
“frowning on convoy girls wear- 
ing trousers when off duty.” 


“ And have you any personal 


experience of this sort of thing,” I 
asked. 

She was quite bitter. * At lunch 
in a restaurant recently. A clergy- 
man.shared my table. After a 
while he started reproving me for 
appearing in public in_ trousers. 
Said it wasn’t womanly. He had 
‘rather a loud voice. Mind you, 
he wasn’t angry or malicious.” 

No, I can just imagine his tone. 
He would be pompous, addressing 
her as a refractory child instead 
of a capable woman, doing. war 
work: he would be gently chiding, 
but the sting would be there. “It 
was embarrassing, ~I finished my 
meal quickly and went.” 

She asked what I would have 
done. 

Probably asked him if his wife 
knew he picked up with strange 
Or just said what the devil 
had it to do with him. Either way 
‘would have Rueteset him, 


‘‘For conduct unbecoming an officer and a gentlewoman, Captain Winkworth 
will be ‘kept in’ for a week.” 
_ With acknowledgments to ‘* Lilliput,” the Pocket Magazine, and the artist Lees. 


More Buffet Gan 


GOOD NEWS: 


In future branch secretaries of 
the Soldiers’, Sailors’, and Airmen’s 


tween King’s Cross (London) and 


Families Association may sous a Edinburgh will now have buffet 
temporary allowance, pending | - : : ‘ 

issue of pension, to dependants of cars for men in the Services. 

men killed in service; assist 


This experiment is- being made 
with the help of the Army Welfare 
Department, the Salvation Army, 
and the Y.M.C.A. 


widows to meet furniture hire- 
purchase accounts; and grant up 
to 10s, a week to dependants of 
missing men pending definite news. 


Above all else the Pilot Officer is 


trained in 


ee 


observation and his verdict on whatever comes 

ee gine under his notice can generally be relied upon as 

2/2, 1/3 &7 3d. sound. “Give me Kolynos!" he says, “ There's just 
per tube. 


gh acedoett allan! that extra something about it which stamps it as 


absolutely first class." Of course he‘s quite right; 
Kolynos is exceptional and has no equal as the 


protective, cleansing and refreshing tooth paste. 


Try it and prove if 


for yourself, 


Certain L.N.E.R. expresses be- 


